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energy in attacking evil practices and in achieving reforms.
A brilliant future seemed certain for him when a rebellion
suddenly occurred in the state of Lu, the ruler being deposed
and forced to flee for refuge to the neighbouring state of
T'sL Confucius did not think it honourable to serve under
men who had rebelled against his master, so he accompanied
his chief to T'si. He was offered service in T'si but did
not accept it, because he found that the ruler of T'si was
a man who did not care for justice and honesty. So he
returned to Lu where he lived and worked privately for the
next fifteen years. Many people in Lu respected him for
the work he had done, and they became his disciples.
Then, when he was 52 years old, his great opportunity
came. The new chief of Lu? realizing his greatness, ap-
pointed him to the important post of Chief Justice. He
showed his wisdom and efficiency so clearly in this office
that he was soon made Prime Minister, and in a few years
Lu had become a model state under his rule. Some of his
reforms were ahead of what we have achieved more than two
thousand years later. He fixed the prices of goods, so that
rich traders could not make profits out of the needs of the
poor: he gave employment to workers according to their
ability and strength: he studied the question of diet, and
arranged that food should be suited to the different kinds
of work men did. He stopped oppression by the nobles,
and gave equal justice to rich and poor alike. Alas, this
provoked powerful secret opposition, and some of the angry
nobles went to the neighbouring ruler of T'si and warned
him that the popularity of Confucius was likely to prove
dangerous to T'si, because the people there would become
discontented when they saw how much happier life was in
Lu than in their own state. The ruler of T'si listened to
them, and gradually managed to persuade his fellow-ruler
of Lu to oppose the work of Confucius, and in the end to
dismiss him. So, after only four years of service as Prime
Minister, Confucius had to leave Lu for which he had doije
so much in such a short time.
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